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For those of us who have known Dr. LuboS Navy, long-time member of the 
editorial board of Historia Mathematics and the International Commission on the 
History of Mathematics, it is difficult to believe that he already celebrated his 60th 
birthday on November 13, 1989. A native of Prague, he studied mathematics and 
physics at the Charles University, where he earned his Ph.D. in 1953, defending a 
thesis on Bolzano’s logic. His next degree (CSc. in 1957) was connected with a 
thesis concerning the development of mathematics in Bohemia during the second 
half of the 18th century. It analyzed the conditions which can be considered as 
leading up to the phenomenal achievements of Bernard Bolzano [Navy 1957, 
1960, 1961al. 
In 1956 he was appointed Head of the Department of the History of Science and 
Technology at the Institute of History of the Czechoslovakian Academy of Sci- 
ence, where up until 1985 he led a small group of researchers. This collective 
prepared the first synthetic treatment of the development of the exact sciences in 
Bohemia up to the beginning of the 20th century [Navy 1961bl. Along with this 
research he began a parallel study of the development of the theory of groups in 
the context of modern algebra [Navy 1966a, 1966b, 19681. The volume Origins of 
Modern Algebra [Novq 19731 was the basis for his third academic degree (doctor 
of historical sciences) which was conferred in 1977. This book, along with Wus- 
sing’s Genesis des abstrakten Gruppenbegriffes, opened the way to a new ap- 
proach to the historiography of algebra. Dr. Navy continued his research on this 
subject until 1978 [Navy 1974a, 1974b, 1976, 19781, while at the same time he led 
his research team’s study of the development of technology in Bohemia [Navy 
1974cl. 
Under Dr. Navy the study of the history of science and technology has made 
important strides in Czechoslovakia. Beginning in 1965, he promoted the publica- 
tion of the Acta historiae rerum naturalium necnon technicarum, which appeared 
as special issues of the Czech periodical Sborni’k pro dgjiny ptYrodnich uCd a 
techniky (1954-1967), and since 1968 he has been editor of the Journal DVT 
(DCjiny ut?d a techniky). In the year 1969 he founded the periodical P&e z dcjin 
pfirodni’ch uC;d for lengthier studies published in Czech. 
From the early 1970s he oriented the program of his research group toward the 
study of the institutionalization of science, one of the most significant phenomena 
in the historical relations between science and society. This research began with 
99 
03 1s0860/90 $3 .oo 
Copyright 6 1590 by Academic Press, Inc. 
AI1 rights of reproduction in any form reserved. 
100 LUBOS NOVP: SEXAGENARIAN HM 17 
domestic developments [Folta et al. I971 3 but pointed the way toward a broader 
program for research activity [Navy 1982, 19851. Dr. Navy organized a number of 
conferences on 20th-century developments in science in Czechoslovakia in 1973, 
1978, 1980, and 1984. Parallel with them were studies undertaken by Dr. Navy and 
his collaborators which dealt with important organizational patterns in the interna- 
tional development of science. In the last years his activities also spawned a new 
research group in the Central Archives of the Czechoslovakian Academy of Sci- 
ence which has been led by Dr. Navy since 1985. One of his studies involved a 
quantitative analysis of reference journals in mathematics, coupling this data with 
a qualitative assessment of mathematical development in each historical setting 
[Folta & Navy 19671. A similar interest led to the more poular book [Foita & 
Navy 1979a], translated into both Bulgarian and Russian, that presents data on the 
chronological development of science. 
Beginning with internal questions in the history of mathematics, Dr. Navy’s 
interests have grown to encompass the social conditions underlying developments 
in mathematics and the sciences. With time he began to explore various connec- 
tions between science, technology, society, and culture, studying their roles in the 
past and their significance for the future. Beginning in the 1980s Dr. Navy’s 
interests turned to more general problems of science and technology development 
involving the following: revolutions in science [Navy 1981a]; the formation of 
scientific disciplines [Navy 1979b, 1984, 3985b]; the role of nationalism in scien- 
tific development [Navy 1979~1; science as a form of social communication [Navy 
19831; the national development of science [Navy 1981bl; and aspects of the 
broader concept of science as a by-product of social creativity [Folta & Navy 
19811. All these studies brought him closer to the larger area of general historical 
studies. Thus it was hardly an accident that in 1985 he was appointed Director of 
the Central Archives of the Czechoslovakian Academy of Science and in 1988 
Head of the General Board of Historians of the Academy. 
Yet despite his broad interests and numerous responsibilities, the root of his 
inspiration still lies in the history of mathematics. One of his latest studies [Navy 
19881, which gave him occasion to research the articles on mathematics that 
appear in the volumes of the French Encyclopedia, confirms this very well indeed. 
Dr. Navy’s efforts led to the integration of different groups of historians of 
science, medicine, and technology into the Czechoslovakian Society of the His- 
tory of Science and Technology. He was appointed head of this Society in 1976 
and also of the Czechoslovakian National Committee for the History and Philoso- 
phy of Science. Beyond this, he has promoted international cooperation in the 
history of science and technology by organizing several international meetings: 
the symposium “Rkvolution scientifique du XVII siPcle et les sciences mathe’mati- 
ques et physiques” (to celebrate the anniversary of Marcus Marci in 1967), the 
conference “Impact of Bolzano’s Epoch on the Development of Science” (1981), 
the anniversary celebration of the Royal Bohemian Society of Sciences (1984), the 
conference on “Ernst Mach and the Development of Physics” (1988), as well as 
the 10th Annual Symposium of the ICOHTEC (1982). In 1965 he was elected as a 
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corresponding member and in 1971 as an effective member of the AIHS. He has 
also served as secretary of the International Commission on the History of Mathe- 
matics and as a member of the editorial board of Historia Mathematics. His 
colleagues and friends wish him many more years of happiness and success. 
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